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Summary:

The discussion began with Paul Hancock addressing technical difficulties related to audio connectivity,
particularly with Cynthia, and confirming the attendance status of members. He noted several apologies from
absent members, including James, who was traveling, and highlighted the use of Al in generating the minutes
from the previous meeting. A correction was made regarding the date of a walking meeting, which was confirmed
to be in June, leading to the approval of the minutes.

Hancock provided updates on various community issues, starting with the status of self-funding public toilets,
which faced delays due to the absence of key individuals. He emphasized the ongoing legal disputes involving
the council and the need for evidence related to public urination during events. The conversation then shifted to
the challenges surrounding bin hubs, where a lack of communication about their placement was noted, alongside
concerns about traffic speed in residential areas that necessitated re-canvassing.

Traffic management strategies were a significant focus, with Hancock discussing the importance of visual
ambiguity in road design to enhance safety. He proposed maodifications to road layouts, including build-outs and
changes to parking configurations, to help slow down traffic. The issue of tourist bus parking and idling in
Edinburgh was also addressed, with a call for a comprehensive coach parking strategy to clarify regulations and
improve enforcement, particularly in light of recent changes around Charlotte Square.

Further topics included the state of public plantings, financial updates regarding the Hugo account, and the status
of public sculptures, including maintenance issues with a granite sculpture outside the Tron. Hancock raised
concerns about gully maintenance in Rosebury Crescent, which had not been addressed for over a year, and
discussed the upcoming operator charging scheme, expressing worries about its complexity and the lack of
preparation time for local businesses. James Benbow contributed an update on licensing, highlighting new
applications and the need for better access to licensing data.

Chapters & Topics:

Technical Difficulties and Meeting Updates

Paul Hancock opened the meeting by resolving technical difficulties with Cynthia's audio. He acknowledged the
absence of several members, including James, who was traveling, and confirmed that the minutes from the
previous meeting were generated using Al. A correction was noted regarding the date of a walking meeting,
which should have been in June instead of July.

Public Toilets and Community Concerns

Paul Hancock addressed the delay in discussions about self-funding public toilets due to Andy's leave. He
emphasized the importance of gathering evidence related to public urination during events, suggesting that
community members document instances of inappropriate behavior. The council's ongoing legal disputes were
also mentioned as a complicating factor.

* Self-funding public toilets

* Public urination and evidence gathering

Bin Hubs and Traffic Concerns

Paul Hancock addressed the incomplete installation of bin hubs and the confusion surrounding their locations,
noting that some streets would be re-canvassed. He also raised concerns about traffic speeds in residential
areas, emphasizing the need for speed monitoring to ensure safety.

* Bin hub appeal process

* Traffic monitoring and speed issues

Traffic Management Strategies

Paul Hancock highlighted the need for effective traffic management through design changes that create visual
ambiguity. He mentioned specific examples, such as Douglas Crescent, where altering sight lines and road
widths could influence driver behavior. Hancock argued that removing white lines could lead to slower traffic
speeds, as drivers would be more cautious without clear guidance.
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Discussion on Tourist Bus Parking and Idling Issues

Paul Hancock raised concerns about the parking and idling of tourist buses in Edinburgh, emphasizing the need
for a clear strategy and enforcement measures. He mentioned the difficulties in identifying appropriate parking
locations and the impact of current regulations on both tourists and residents. Isabel Thom contributed by
discussing the implications of recent changes to traffic regulations around Charlotte Square.

Discussion on Local Environmental and Planning Issues

Paul Hancock addressed several local environmental issues, including the presence of dead trees and the poor
condition of grass areas that were supposed to be re-turfed. He expressed frustration over objections to a
balcony at a garage and highlighted concerns about short-term rentals potentially disrupting the community.
Hancock noted that the planning policies have changed, affecting local housing dynamics.

Financial Updates and Licensing Board Report

Paul Hancock reported on the financial situation, highlighting the existence of a Hugo account with £914. He
detailed the monthly costs for a new website and email service, which will enhance communication for officers.
Additionally, he touched on the City Council's licensing board report regarding the over-provisioned policy, noting
its limited effectiveness in practice.

* The impact of the new licensing regulations on local businesses and community funding.

* Updates on the licensing database and access to application forms.

Discussion on Public Sculptures and Installations

Paul Hancock addressed concerns regarding the granite sculpture outside the Tron, noting its broken water
feature and the public's mixed feelings about its location. He recounted the story of a lion sculpture that was
moved to St. Andrew's Square and expressed skepticism about the need for additional sculptures. Hancock also
mentioned a desire to place a new statue in Athol Crescent Gardens, highlighting the availability of water supply
for potential installations.

Gully Maintenance Issues in Rosebury Crescent

Paul Hancock expressed frustration over the lack of action regarding a gully in Rosebury Crescent that has been
on the cleaning list for over a year. He noted that both he and Scottish Water Contractors have reported the
issue, yet it remains unresolved. The discussion revealed broader concerns about the effectiveness of gully
inspections and cleaning methodologies.

Discussion on New Operator Charging Scheme

Paul Hancock raised issues about the new operator charging scheme, emphasizing that operators lack clear
guidelines on how to calculate charges due to the delayed release of scheme details. He criticized the Scottish
Government's approach, which he believes complicates the process unnecessarily. Hancock also mentioned
efforts to advocate for a delay in implementation to allow businesses adequate time to adjust.

* Discussion on the complexities of the new billing system and VAT implications.

Licensing Updates and Database Improvements

James Benbow reported on a new takeaway restaurant license and several short-term let applications, noting the
lack of detailed information available. Paul Hancock emphasized the importance of enhancing the licensing
database to streamline processes and reduce the burden on staff. They discussed the potential for a more
efficient system that could provide better access to information.

* Licensing and planning updates

* Communication issues regarding updates from Margaret and Fraser.

Action ltems:

* Jo will schedule a meeting about self-funding public toilets once Andy returns from leave.

* Paul Hancock will gather evidence of public urination issues to present to the council.

* Paul Hancock will circulate the email regarding the re-consultation of Eglinton Crescent.

* Paul Hancock will follow up on the traffic monitoring for speed in the presence.

* Paul Hancock will report the blocked gully at Rosebury Crescent to the appropriate authorities for cleaning.

* Paul Hancock will raise the issue of the new scheme guidelines at the next council meeting in August.

* Paul Hancock will ask about the possibility of sorting the licensing database to allow James Benbow access to
the application forms.
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* James Benbow will check for any updates from Margaret regarding the updated licensing guidelines.
* Paul Hancock will follow up with Fraser to ensure James Benbow receives the email regarding access to the
new email inbox.

Key Questions:

* What is the timeline for the re-consultation of Eglinton Crescent?

* What is the current status of the traffic monitoring for speed?

* What are the details of the new license for the takeaway restaurant?

* How will the new licensing database be updated to improve access to application details?
* Did James receive any communication from Margaret regarding the licensing guidelines?



