
	

West End Community Council  
 
Minute of Ordinary Meeting followed by Annual General 
Meeting 
 
7:30pm on the 2nd of February 2021 on the ZOOM video platform 
 
Present: Dr Gordon M Wyllie (Chair), David Duncan (Secretary), Alex Milne (Treasurer) Isabel Thom 
(Planning), Martha Baur, Gordon Renton, Paul Hancock City Cllr’s Karen Doran, and Joanna Mowat 
and local residents David Hewitson and Linda Cunningham.  
 
Discussion Action 
1. Apologies  

 
Apologies were received on behalf of Vice Chair Ian Robertson, Community 
Councillor Dr Leonora McAndrew  and  City Councillor Hal Osler. 
  

 

2. Minute of meeting held on the 12th of January 2021 
 

The Minute of the meeting held on 12 January 2021 had been circulated prior 
to the meeting and was approved. 
 

 

3. Matters arising 
 
(a)  Slippery pavements - Cllr Mowat and Mr Hancock spoke to developments since the 
last meeting; the situation was being followed up and a further report would be made at 
the next meeting 
 
(b)  Street Lighting - Mr Hancock reported upon his recent tour of inspection of the 
streets and pathways in the vicinity of Haymarket Station, where he had found upwards 
of a dozen street lamps out of order, five of them wall-mounted, and others on 
poles.  Some of the failures had been addressed but others - including one referring to 
the tramway outside the station, remained to be addressed.  Mr Hancock and Cllr Mowat 
referred to the special circumstances pertaining to this lamp, which involved the tram 
operators.  Mrs Thom  noted that work was still outstanding with regard to certain areas 
of "heritage" lighting. 
 
 
(c )  Public Spaces Management Plan - Cllr Mowat  referred to public consultation and 
advised that there was little to report since the last meeting. 
 

 

4. Police Matters 
 
Mr Hancock had  received a written report at the West End Facebook Group which he 
was happy to share with the Community Council.  It is attached, along with guidance 
regarding on-line scams.  
 
Linda Cunningham led a discussion on the valuable work of the hub for the homeless 
run by the Bethany Trust 
 

 



	

 
 

 
  
 
BUSINESS OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
1. Minute of 5th November 2019 as regards CC elections 
 
The Minute of the similarly combined meeting  of 5 November 2019 had already been 
approved as regards the ordinary business discussed and the position was noted anew 
as regards CC elections 
 

 

2. Annual Report and Accounts 
 
Copies of the annual accounts are attached at the end of this Minute 

 

5. Councillor’s Report 
 
Expanding on her earlier remarks , Cllr Mowat went on to say that since the last meeting 
matters coming before the City Council had included a number of covid-related matters, 
including the Business Grants Scheme, Places and |People, while the new Local Plan 
would be up for discussions next month. A discussion took place centering upon 
distinctions between civic and other types of licensing, liquor licensing in particular. 
 

 

8.  Legal transmission of sale conditions re Morrison St site 
 
Cllr Mowat advised that the enquiries of the Legal Department were not yet complete. 
 

 

9.  Correspondence  
 
No correspondence was outstanding that required to be dealt with. 
 

 

10. Communications – website & noticeboard 
 
Mr Hancock  reported on the further discussions he had had with Campbell Mills and 
referred to the paper attached.  Making use of the key kindly handed over by Mrs Thom, 
he had been able to clean the notice board and update its contents.  He had 
commenced discussions with the holders of cognate notice boards in the area and 
would make a further report in due course. 
 

 

11. Planning Report 
 
Mrs Thom spoke to her attached Report and answered a number of questions. It was 
disappointing to learn that a number of people had written in support of the inappropriate 
proposals for a new building in festival Square, to which the Community Council is 
strongly opposed. 
 

 

13. Date of next meetings 
 
2nd March, 6th April, 4th May, 1st June, 6th July, 2nd September, 5th October, 9th 
November 
 

 



	

 

3. Filling and following posts:- 
 
(a)  Chair - Dr G M Wyllie, proposed by Mr Hancock and seconded by Mr Alex JR Milne. 
(b)  Vice-Chair  - Mr Ian Robertson, proposed by Dr Wyllie and seconded by Mr 
Hancock. 
(c)   Treasurer  - Mr Alex JR Milne, proposed by Mr Hancock and seconded by Dr 
Wyllie. 
(d)    Engagement Officer - Mr Paul Hancock, proposed by Mr Robertson via e-mail and 
seconded by Dr Wyllie. 
 

 

4. Any other competent business 
 
There was no competent business. 
 

 
5. Date of next meeting 
 
There being no other competent business, and the date of the next such meeting 
uncertain, the Chairman closed the meeting with warm thanks to everyone for attending. 
 

 

 
Annual accounts  
 



	



	

Police Scotland safety notices  
 

 



	

 
 
Additional documents  



	

 
 
 



	

West End Community Council Web Site 
 
February 2021 
 
After initial meetings with volunteers and Campbell Mills the existing expert who has been retained 
by us on an ad-hoc basis the council approved the initial steps to update the website in January. 
Two volunteers Peter and Benoit have been briefed and are now working on producing a shadow 
site to achieve; 
 
 A sample page for councillors approval in March 

Automatic updates of software which can be maintained by volunteers. 
 Easy uploads of content for council members of pdf’s etc. 
 An email for each council member which is role based. 
 Unified billing, and maintenance 
 Document storage and security facilities. 
  
  
Detailed Actions for Peter and Benoit 
 
Download the following site maps for comparison and to plan migration 
                West End CC 
                Gorgie and Dalry CC 
                Stockbridge and Inverleith CC 
 
Get a free wordpress.com for the shadow site 
 
Review ideas for the top banner to improve the load speed 
                9 crescents 
                Skyline 
               Any others? 
  
In overall we are trying to refresh the site and include: 
                Social media integration such as facebook 
                1 place for all (1 place content edition which goes to all platforms) 
                Look for better way to write minutes (currently doc) 
                Blogs 
                1 bill for all if possible 
  
Some information we already have: 
                Domain name is edinburghwestendcc.org.uk à  a short version maybe a good idea to 
look at (WECC) 
                No proper SSL validation (certainly platform default behaviour) 
                Domain registrar is Enom - https://www.enom.com 
 
 
Commentary by Campbell Mills on future direction 
 
Option A - Update existing site 
 
The current website uses a CMS system called CMSMS (‘CMS Made Simple’) version 1.11.13. this is an older 
version of the CMS software and there are limited older plugins that will work with it. The site also has an 
awkward looking layout on mobile devices.  
 



	

There is a new version of CMSMS 2.2.15. However, I have found looking at the available plugins for Google 
analytics and Facebook etc. that they are out of date and no longer maintained. I cannot guarantee that 
after updating the backend that the new plugins will work and so have not provided a quote for this. 
 
 
Option B Move existing site to Wordpress 
 
Wordpress is a more widely used CMS and provides updated plugins for google analytics, Facebook 
integration and Search engine optimisations (SEO). Moving the site would require setting up a new hosting 
provider and migrating existing site content and emails over, and setting up additional pages and plugins. 
 
Moving the site to Wordpress would allow for a refresh and better layout on mobile devices. 
 
WordPress hosting; 
 
The site could be hosted by any Wordpress provider. However, Ionos offers competitive pricing and if the 
number of mailboxes could be kept to 10 max the essential plan would suit. Otherwise, the business plan 
would be required. 
 
https://www.ionos.co.uk/hosting/wordpress-hosting 
 
Email archiving; 
 
I would recommend setting up a server side email archive - Ionos once again has very competitive pricing. 
 
https://www.ionos.co.uk/help/email/email-archiving/email-archiving-overview/ 
 
Quote;  
 
Hosting and email achieve costs would be yearly costs paid directly by WECC to Ionos, in addition of my 
quote of £480.00 to complete the work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
  


