
	

West End Community Council  
 
Minute of Meeting 
 
7:30pm on the 1st of June 2021 on the ZOOM video platform 
 
Present: Community Councillors Dr Gordon M Wyllie (Chair), David Duncan (Secretary), Isabel 
Thom (Planning), Paul Hancock (Communications), Gordon Renton, Marta Baur, Dr Leonora 
McAndrew, City Cllr Joanna Mowat, local residents David Hewitson, James Benbow, Darcey Black, 
Linda Cunningham, Ian Woollen and Darlene Khazaka and guests Alex Orr of Orbit Communications 
(PR and Public Affairs) Ltd, Isla Proudfoot and Paul Stevenson of Ladybank Developments Limited. 
 
Discussion Action 
1. Welcome  
 
After welcoming everyone to the meeting and deferring dealing with apologies the 
Chairman invited the guests to make a presentation concerning a proposed student 
residence in Haymarket Yards 
 

 

2. Presentation regarding Haymarket Yards 
 
Mr Orr gave an illustrated presentation including a brief history of the site and how it had 
been acquired from the Administrator of the previous developer along with planning 
permission for a building destined to rise in three steps although the current proposal is 
for a simplified mass whose height will be “more in line with surrounding offices”.  A 
public consultation will open next week and the developers hope to submit a planning 
application in July and open the premises in 2023.  It is not intended to allow access 
from Devon Place.  Members of the Community Council expressed concern regarding 
the overall missing, the number of floors, the height, and the overall increase in 
projected residences to more than double the number originally proposed.  In response 
to a question by Mr Hancock, Mr Orr undertook to supply further information and submit 
documentation which could be circulated. (subsequently received)  

 
The guests were thanked for their attendance and left the meeting. 
 

 

3. Apologies  
 
Apologies were received on behalf of Community Councillors Ian Robertson, (Vice-
Chair)Treasurer Alex Milne, City Councillor Hal Osler and local residents Fraser 
Stevenson, Jenny Clarke and Fiona Searle.  
 

 

4. Minute of meeting held on the 4th of May 2021 
 

It was agreed that for the foreseeable future to provide anyone attending a meeting and 
leaving an e-contact address with a copy of the draft minute of the relevant meeting. 

 
The Planning Convener would liaise with the Communications Officer on circulation of 
the planning report. 

 
The minute of the meeting held on the 4th of May 2021 was approved. 
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5. Matters arising from the minute included the following:- 
 
a) Public toilets 

 
Councillor Mowat has tabled a motion with a view to discovering how far the obligation 
to construct public toilets has been transmitted to singular successors in title of the 
Morrison Street development site. 
 
The position regarding temporary provision has still to be settled although some 
businesses in the area might make premises available. 
 
It was noted that the big offices are to be occupied by Baillie Gifford. 
 
b) TRO3 
 
Councillor Mowat advised that the detailed response to the question she had raised at 
the previous City Council meeting did not properly answer her point.  A meeting would 
be held coordinated by Councillor Mowat and Mr Hancock in the Eglinton & Glencairn 
Gardens. This was attended by Councillor Mowat, Darcey Black, David Hewitson, Isobel 
Thom, and Gordon Wyllie,  Paul Hancock was unable to be present. 
 
Ian Woollen referred to issues surrounding the proposed reconfiguration and restrictions 
in Melville Street resulting in considerable loss of parking.  This would be carried further 
by James Benbow and Ian Woollen in conjunction with Councillor Mowat and a letter 
would be sent. 
 

c) Winter Festivals 
 

A report would be issued after responses had been collated 
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6.  Police Matters  
 
Paul Hancock spoke briefly to the report he had received including a car thief being 
remanded in prison and a “strong line of enquiry” being followed up regarding a graffiti 
tagger. Their newsletter is attached.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Councillor’s Report  
 
After advising that most of the matters she proposed to bring forward had already been 
covered, Councillor Mowat reported that the City Council’s plan for a Low-Emission 
Zone (LEZ) will be circulated and that an application will be made for the siting of a 
burger van in the area outside Ryrie’s Bar adjacent to the Haymarket Station. It was 
resolved to object to this. 
 
Darcey Black referred to the use of street planters as an instrument of traffic 
management, which Cllr Mowat is looking into. 
 
Local Morrison Street resident Rachel Alexander had reported to Paul Hancock that the 
developers of the Haymarket site had been engaged for three weeks on overnight work 
erecting the façade of the building fronting Dalry Road and Morrison Street. He will 
forward details to Councillor Mowat. Mr Hancock had attended a meeting concerning 
the public space management plan, notes of which will follow.  He hopes to attend one 
regarding public funding grant including the possibility of work on the Water of Leith.  He 

 
 
 



	

 
 

 
 
There being no further business Dr Wyllie closed the meeting. 
 
Appendix 1. Police Report provided to and distributed by Paul Hancock. 
 

has been contacted by a student who wants to talk about Covid and the Galleries want 
a talk about defibrillators. 
 

8. Finance Report 
 
At the time of the Treasurer’s last report the current balance in the Community Council’s 
favour stood at £1155.  Mr Hewitson kindly agreed to consider taking over from Mr Milne. 
(Subsequently confirmed.)  
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9. Planning Report 
 
Isabel Thom spoke to the report which she had circulated prior to the meeting and 
mentioned that permission for the proposed terrace at Lynedoch Place had been 
refused.  Another is in prospect and to be consistent, it was agreed to object. Gordon 
Renton requested that an objection be lodged to a short-term letting application and 
also the construction of a vestigial balcony referred to as “Venetian”. 
 
In a discussion regarding waste disposal, it was noted that the creation of “rubbish hubs” 
might amount to an invitation to fill the space between containers with rubbish. 
 
Mrs Thom reported that local applications are up by 50% from last year and that a new 
Head of Planning has been appointed following the retirement of David Leslie OBE. 
David Givan is taking over this role. She has also attended the presentation on climate 
change risks and four of the all-morning meetings organised by the World Heritage Trust 
along with James Cook University anent climate change vulnerability. 
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10. Communications Report and Website 
 
Paul Hancock reported on the work being done with the new provider – it was hoped to 
move seamlessly to the new website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

11. AOCB 
 
Looking to the future it was agreed to put HYBRID Meetings on the agenda for the 
next meeting.  
 

 

12. Dates of next meetings 
 
6th July, 2nd September, 5th October, 9th November 
 

 



	

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 

 
 
 
Appendix 2 – Some illustrations provided by Orbit Communications  
 
 
 
 



	

 
 



	

 
 

  


